
 

Rising First Grade Information 

 

 
 

Our Curriculum: 
 

Bible - 

• Children are introduced to the Bible as “God’s own story in His own words.” Daily 
readings begin with Genesis 1:1, the creation of everything, and progress to the 
Promised Land. In the spring, we celebrate the Passover Seder. We also examine the 
life and teachings of Jesus. 

• Each month is organized around an informing idea and includes a classical hymn, the 
Shorter Catechism, a Charlotte Mason habit, and Bible memory work. 

• Students learn verses that inform our school’s PEARL rules. They memorize the 
school’s annual Scripture passage, as well as several more Scriptures in songs by 
SEEDS. 

 

Language Arts -  

• We teach the mechanics and joy of reading through a multi-modality phonics 
curriculum - the Orton-Gillingham-based Wilson Fundations prevention model, 
which systematically and explicitly creates a strong foundation for reading. Wilson 
breaks words down to the phoneme level so that students learn the linguistic basics of 
the English language. Greek and Latin roots, syllabication rules, and encoding and 
decoding methods are based on best practices. A very important component of your 
child learning to read is consistent, daily, reinforcement of skills at home using the 
same instructional language as in the classroom. Parental support is available on our 
website, and additional training is provided for parents. 



• We supplement this phonics program with whole language instruction, leveled 
readers, classic books, guided reading, and small group and individual instruction. 
Various readers will come home for the parent to reinforce critical reading skills that 
are in focus in the classroom. Visual discrimination skills, rhyming, phonemic 
awareness, homophones, and antonyms are also taught.  

• Our study of composition focuses on the grammatical unit of the sentence, 
encompassing a beginning, middle, and end. Eventually, students write their own 
stories. 

 

Math -  

• Saxon Math is our school-wide mathematics curriculum that enables students to 
develop foundations and concepts through a multi-sensory approach. Much research 
has been conducted on the high efficacy of this program, which reviews skills on a 
continuing basis. The five instructional components are: the meeting, the lesson, 
guided practice and homework, number fact practice, and assessments. 

 

Science and Social Studies -  

• Nature Study and Friday Enrichment Day topics provide the basis for much of our 
science and social studies inquiry in first grade. 

 

Handwriting -  

• We approach handwriting from a developmentally appropriate, biologically-based, 
well-researched perspective. Please emphasize proper pencil grip at home every time 
your child grasps a writing/drawing/painting implement! The sooner this habit is 
developed, the less energy the student will need to focus on the mechanical element of 
the writing process. 

 
 

Fine Arts/Charlotte Mason Emphasis –  

• Picture Studies - Georges Seurat and Edgar Degas 

• Nature Studies - Various items from God’s creation are studied and painted. 

• Narration - A weekly text will be given out by the teacher for the student to complete 
at home. 

• Copy Book Work 

• Composer Study - Beethoven 

• Read-Aloud - Pilgrims Progress, Adventures of Pinocchio, Beatrix Potter, and 
Shakespeare. 

 

Our PEARL of Wisdom 

Politeness∙Example∙Attitude∙Respect∙Listen 


