
 

 

Elizabeth Faust “Living Books” Honors Reading Program 

In honor of our Elizabeth Faust, our former teacher who now resides with Jesus after battling brain cancer, Perimeter School has 

established a Living Books Honors Reading Program.  It is our hope and prayer that both students and families who participate in this 

program will discover the riches of reading what Charlotte Mason called “living books – those that we should not miss in order to 

enrich our lives.”  Living books are part of each grade’s curriculum.  However, students who successfully complete this program are 

reading additional living books beyond what the school requires as part of regular course work.  Students who complete the grade’s 

program requirements will be recognized each year at our closing Honors Day Program.  Instructions for those students who need 

accommodations are at the bottom. 

Below are some specific guidelines and distinctives of the program: 

1. The program is for students in grades 1-8 and runs from June 1st to May 1st.  Students in the K and Pre-1st grades are welcome to 

read from the lists, but they will not receive an award.  All Verification forms must be signed (see instructions below) and turned 

into the school librarian by May 1st to be considered for Honors Day recognition.  

2. There will be two awards:  Gold and Silver. 

3. Lists are divided by grade levels and can be found on the Perimeter School website.  Criteria for each grade level are posted at the 

top of the list. 

4. Students may read books above their grade level but not below it unless they have an SSP on file at PCS and fill out an 

Accommodations form.  If a student chooses to read the entire list from the grade level above, they will be awarded according to 

that grade level’s requirements.  

5. The list is intentionally exact which means that the title listed including illustrator is the only one that counts.  Other titles by the 

same author do not count unless that author is listed on the author list.  In all cases, whether reading from the title list, author 

list, or series list, no more than three titles by one author can count. 

6. To qualify for an award, one of the books must be read aloud as a family.  In first and second grades, a family read aloud is 

encouraged; however, parent to child is acceptable.  We suggest that books from the oldest child’s list be the family read aloud to 

qualify for each student in the family.   

7. All titles assume the unabridged version unless otherwise specified. 



8. Book text must be read by the student. We do not count listening to a recording of a book unless the student has an SSP on file at 

PCS stating this particular reading issue. Even with this exception, the text is read simultaneously while listening to the recording. 

9. The book lists are revised annually.  Parents may submit book titles to be considered as additions by sending an email to the 

librarian, bbeach@perimeter.org, with title and author and a brief description of the living ideas you found beneficial in the book.  

However, there will be no approval of titles after the list has been submitted.  

10. Since we are continually revising the lists by adding newly found treasures, you may encounter books from our library that are 

starred but not on the list. They are probably new additions.  Please feel free to ask a librarian if you want verification. 

11. Though recognition will be given to students who reach the mark, we encourage the reading effort to be made for enjoyment and 

inspiration, not solely for the prize. 

Instructions for Completing the Form 

Each grade list should be printed out as a form.  There is a date column where you can record the date the book was read. For First and 
Second grades, there is an additional column where you can also record whether the parent or child read the book. Grades 3-8 should 
always use “S” in the P/S column to update the books read count. For the books that count double use the code “S2”.  

Directions for Downloading 
We now have the full Microsoft Excel spreadsheet available for parents to download and use. 

1. Download the Living Books Spreadsheet. 
2. Click the button for "Enable Editing" at the top of the worksheet. 
3. Select the grade specific tab at the bottom of the worksheet. 
4. Use the excel spreadsheet to track books that your students have read by adding the date (mm/dd) the book is finished and the 

codes below without the “ “. 
a. "P" if the book was read by the Parent for grades 1 and 2 
b. "S" if the book was read by the Student for all grades 1-8 
c. “S2” if the book is counted double on the list for grades 5-8 

5. At the end of the year simply print the worksheet (Print Setup should be Landscape).  
6. Sign the top page and turn in the hardcopy to the librarian by May 1st.  

NOTE: All forms must be submitted as a hardcopy. No electronic versions will be accepted. The spreadsheet is for your convenience in 
keeping track of the books your child is reading. 

If you have any questions along the way, please feel free to contact the librarian at bbeach@perimeter.org, for guidance. 
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