
 
Mandated Reporter Training  

Parents, Faculty, Staff, Coaches, and Volunteers 
 

Perimeter School places unprecedented emphasis on intentional parental participation in education. 
Participation includes, but is not limited to, the School Ministry Team (SMT), teaching in the 
classroom, room parents, parent prayer teams, parent committees, field trip chaperones, and so on. 
Our parents are a vital asset to our school community. 
The Perimeter School administration also welcomes volunteers such as: 

 Current and former school parents and guardians 
 Alumni 
 Members of our local community 

Volunteer training about reporting child abuse is required by the State of Georgia. Thank you for 
your participation in the following online training! Make a note of any questions you may have as you 
proceed. Please complete this short training session which concludes with an electronic signature to 
certify you have read and understand the material. 

 
Who is a Mandated Reporter? 
A Mandated Reporter is a person required to report known or suspected child abuse, neglect, or 
exploitation under penalty of law for failure to report. Changes in the Mandated Reporting statute 
took place in July 2012 to include everyone who works with children, including volunteers. The 
purpose of this training is for school employees and volunteers to become familiar with indicators of 
physical, emotional, or sexual abuse or neglect of a minor. 

Georgia law requires anyone who works or volunteers at a child-serving agency to report suspected 
child abuse or neglect within 24 hours (O.C.G.A. § 19-7-5). The child abuse report protocol at 
Perimeter School is to communicate immediately to the school principal, either Rebecca Little 
(grades K-2), Clint Fisher (grades 3-5), or David Goodrich (grades 6-8). Written documentation is 
requested (Confidential Incident Report Form). If a mandated reporter informs the designated 
reporter of suspected abuse or neglect, the mandated reporter is considered to have fulfilled their 
obligation under the law. 
Any person or official required by Georgia law to report suspected cases of child abuse who 
knowingly and willfully fails to do so shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. A misdemeanor is a crime 
that is less serious than a felony but can still be punishable by fine or incarceration in a county jail. 
Mandated reporters who report in good faith are protected by the law, even if the report 
is not substantiated. All reports are confidential, and the reporter may remain anonymous, if they 
choose to do so. However, in some instances, the mandated reporter does not wish to remain 
anonymous and would like to be interviewed and/or serve as a resource for the child/family. DFCS is 
required to keep the reporter’s name confidential.



Categories of Abuse: 
 Neglect - Neglect is overwhelmingly the most common of all. Neglect is the failure of a 

parent, guardian, or other caregiver to provide for a child’s basic needs. Remember that 
poverty is not equivalent to neglect. 
 
Physical indicators: 

• Abandonment 
• Lack of shelter 
• Unattended medical and/or dental needs 
• Consistent lack of supervision 
• Ingestion of cleaning fluids, medicines, etc. 
• Consistent hunger 
• Nutritional deficiencies 
• Inappropriate dress for weather conditions  
• Poor hygiene 

 
Behavioral Indicators: 

• Depression 
• Poor impulse control 
• Demands constant attention and affection  
• Lack of parental participation and interest 
• Delinquency 
• Misuse of alcohol/drugs 
• Regularly displays fatigue or listlessness, falls asleep in class  
• Steals food or begs for food from classmate(s) 
• Reports that no caregiver is at home  
• Frequently absent or tardy 
• Self-destructive 
• Takes over adult caring role (of parent)  
• Lacks trust in others 
• Unpredictable 

 
 Physical Abuse (any non-accidental injury to a child). The law in Georgia permits 

corporal punishment; however, discipline should not include violence. 
• Has unexplained burns, bite marks, bruises, broken bones, or black eyes that are 

inconsistent with the explanation offered 
• Has fading bruises or other marks noticeable after an absence from school  
• Seems frightened of parents and protests/cries when it is time to go home  
• Shrinks at the approach of adults 
• Reports injury by a parent or caregiver 
• Describes self as bad and deserving to be punished  
• May flinch when touched unexpectedly 
• Extremely aggressive or withdrawn  
• Displays indiscriminate affection-seeking behavior 



 Emotional Abuse 
• Bedwetting and/or diarrhea 
• Frequent psychosomatic complaints, such as headaches, nausea, abdominal pains  
• Mental or emotional development lags 
• Behaviors inappropriate for age 
• Fear of failure, overly high standards, reluctance to play  
• Fears consequences of actions, often leading to lying  
• Excessive neatness and cleanliness 
• Extreme withdrawal or aggressiveness, mood swings  
• Overly compliant, too well-mannered 
• Poor peer relationships 
• Violence is subject for art or writing 

 
 Sexual Abuse may involve direct sexual contact with a child, but it is also abuse to expose 

a child, for a person to expose him/herself to a child, to show pornography to a child, etc.  
Other indicators may include: 

• Fatigue due to sleep disturbances  
• Sudden weight change 
• Cuts or sores made by the child  
• Difficulty in walking or sitting 
• Unusual or excessive itching in genital or anal areas  
• Inappropriate sexual play with toys, self, others  
• Inappropriate/sexually explicit drawings and/or descriptions 
• Dramatic behavioral changes, sudden non-participation in activities  
• Overall poor self-care 
• Fearful or startled response to touching  
• Need for constant companionship 
• Recurrent physical complaints without physiological basis 

 
Note: Physical and sexual abuse include incidents, isolated or otherwise. Emotional abuse and neglect 
are about a pattern of behavior. 
 
Responding to a Disclosure of Abuse: 
If a child discloses abuse, here are a few things to keep in mind: 

 Believe the child – a child rarely lies about abuse; denial is more common. Tell the child 
you believe him/her. 

 Reassure the child that the abuse is not his/her fault – the child’s greatest fear is 
that he/she is responsible for the abuse. 

 Do not interrogate the child – it can be traumatic to repeat his/her story numerous 
times. 

 Stay calm – even if you feel surprised or upset; your calmness will reassure the child that 
he/she has done nothing wrong. 

 Do not make promises you cannot keep. 
 Write down the facts and words as stated by the child without your own assumptions or 

value judgments. Include descriptive words and note specifics about where, when, and by 
whom, if mentioned. 

 Protect the child from further abuse by reporting it immediately to a principal. 
Action will be taken to ensure his/her physical and emotional well-being. 

 Respect the child’s need for confidentiality; do not discuss the abuse with anyone 
other than those required by the school and the law. 



 
Thank you for serving students at Perimeter School and being aware of the Mandated Reporter 
requirements. Teachers build relationships with students and, as trust develops, may be the first to 
hear from a student about abuse. However, a volunteer may become aware of something to report, 
which is the purpose of Mandated Reporter Training. 
If you suspect or become aware of abuse, immediately contact the appropriate principal and 
complete a Confidential Incident Report Form. In the event that a principal is not available, please 
communicate directly with the Head of School or School Manager. 
 
Perimeter School parents, faculty, and staff, please sign the appropriate web form in 
ParentsWeb or RenWeb to certify electronically that you have read through the signs of abuse 
and understand the reporting protocol. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Kelly Wernick at kwernick@perimeter.org or 678-405-
2364. 
 
Volunteers, please download, print, sign, and return this page to Kelly Wernick. 
 
 
Signature: ________________________________________     Date: _____________ 

mailto:kwernick@perimeter.org.
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