
 

Rising 8th Grade Summer Reading 2018 

This year, upcoming 8th graders are required to read The Scarlet Pimpernel, written by 

Baroness Orczy. This is a truly wonderful book that each student should really enjoy! 

Everyone will receive a copy of the book for the summer reading. Please do not ever use 

Spark notes or other study notes to read a book. According to our school policy, these 

materials are not allowed, as they encourage our students to rely on someone else's 

thinking, rather than developing their own critical thinking skills. Reading and annotation 

of this novel must be completed by the first day of school.   

Required annotating means marking in the book by highlighting and making notes 

in the margins, such as questions or comments, depending upon what students think is 

important as they read. Keep the following requirements in mind: 

 Students should look for evidence of literary devices, such as characterization, themes, 

imagery, setting, figurative language, sound devices, etc. 

 Students need to circle or highlight all sophisticated vocabulary words. If students 

cannot figure out the meaning of the word based upon the context used, then 

individuals are expected to look these words up in the dictionary, in order to properly 

understand the meaning, as used in the writing. 

 Remember that not every page has to have annotating on it, but whole chapters should 

not be without annotations. 

 Annotate important reading details. Do not highlight too much! It is difficult to 

tell what is important when too many passages are highlighted!   

 The notes in the margins should be brief phrases or questions. Feel free to abbreviate 

names, etc. Pay close attention to significant quotes. 

 Include a character list at the beginning or end of the book. List characters and give 

a brief description of each.   

Readers actively engage with the book when they annotate well. (I liken annotating to a 

student having a conversation with the book itself.) Annotating is an expected skill that we 

will exercise with every book we read in the 8th grade; this is a critical skill! Additionally, I 

conduct annotation checks periodically throughout the year. 

Lastly, students will be tested on the content of The Scarlet Pimpernel, upon their return to 

school after the summer break.  I suggest the students read the book later in the summer, so 

that the information from the book is fresher on their minds.  Then, students should review 

their annotations prior to the first day of school. 

 



 

Bible Reading Assignment 
 

More Than a Carpenter by Josh McDowell, 168 pp. 
 

 

Please answer the following questions. There is ONE question per chapter. Answers should 

be based on the content that the author gave and not on your own personal best guess. 

Please type answers in complete sentences—some will require more than one sentence.  

Please reflect on the question in relation to the material read.  Due date will be the second 

day of school. 

 

Chapter questions: 

1) If Christianity is not a religion, then what is it?  

2) Who did Jesus claim to be and what did he claim to do? 

3) If Jesus is not God, then what options are left? 

4) Science cannot prove (or disprove) the Bible. Why? 

5) This chapter gives several arguments for God’s existence. Give one. 

6) How many ancient manuscript copies of New Testament books do we have? 

Compare the New Testament to another ancient writings in regards to the number of 

ancient manuscript copies. 

7) It is possible for some people to die for a lie if they are deceived. But no one ever dies 

for a lie knowing that it is a lie. 10 of the 12 apostles died a martyr’s death. What 

event must have happened to make such a radical change in them? 

8) What kind of a savior did the apostles first expect? What kind of savior did they get? 

9) The apostle Paul was a murderer of Christians but later he suffers greatly serving 

Christ. What is the only logical explanation of Paul’s radical change in behavior? 

10) What is the swoon theory and tell me why it is a bad theory. 

11) Give one prophecy Jesus could not have intentionally fulfilled on his own. 

12) Why can’t God just forgive our sins without Jesus’ suffering and death? 

13) How has Jesus changed your life, or has he? Be honest. 

 


