
 
Rising Seventh Grade Summer Reading Assignment 

 

Two of the purposes for reading during the summer are to keep the mind academically 
engaged and to ensure that our students here at Perimeter School are reading good 
literature. Hopefully, in reading good literature, our students will begin to recognize 
how to discern qualities in writers that will enable them to exercise good judgment over 
their own reading when they are older. 

 

A Wrinkle in Time will be used as a novel discussion unit upon returning to school in 
August, so reading should be completed by August 12th. A reading comprehension test 
will be given on August 13th. Students are required to underline and highlight 
important information in the book as they read, making the book like each student’s 
own personal study guide. This includes the following: 

• Circling vocabulary words and writing a brief definition out to the side. 

• Underlining new characters when they are introduced and keeping a character 
log inside the book’s front or back cover. (A character log means writing down 
the name of the character as he/she is introduced in the book and then listing 
specific qualities about that person as the book progresses, including the page 
numbers where significant information about the character may be found.) 

• Highlighting interesting quotes that tie into any reoccurring themes you 
notice in the story. 

* Please do not use Cliffs notes or other study notes to read a book. According to our 
policy manual, this is not allowed, as it enables our students to rely on someone else’s 
thinking rather than developing their own critical thinking skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Students are also required to choose a book from the attached list. While reading the 
book, students should begin thinking about who their favorite character is so that they 
can complete the following assignment: 

 

You will be creating a book cover for the novel that you read as your book of choice. You 
must follow the directions given below, and you must turn in the completed assignment 
on the first day of school – Monday, August 12th. 

1. You will need the following materials: 

a. Unlined white paper (8.5 x 11 inch) in landscape format 

b. A standard black pen for all writing (see #2) 

c. Colored pencils or dry brush watercolors for illustration (see #3) 

2. On the left side, you will be writing a 10 sentence, logically organized 
paragraph about who your favorite character was and why. To help you 
write in a straight line, you may draw light lines on the page if needed. The 
following information must be included, but you do not have to write it in 
this order: 

a. Describe his/her role and whether or not he/she was the hero or the 
villain. 

b. Explain what he/she does in the plot of the novel. 

c. Detail the conflict he/she is involved in and how it is resolved. 

d. Name two major character traits. 

e. Give one quote from the novel to support one of the named character 
traits. 

f. Please remember to write in cursive. 

*Your name must be in the bottom left corner of the left side. 

3. On the right side, you will illustrate a scene that involves your main 
character. 

a. You must incorporate the title of the novel and the author’s name on 
this side of the paper where you do the illustration. 

b. The illustration must be hand-drawn, but it may not be traced or done 
in cartoon fashion. 

c. Your illustration must take up the majority of the right side of the 
paper. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Rising Seventh Grade Book of Choice List 
 

• Seventh grade may read from level 6.4 and up. 

• Remember in choosing this book, students will be writing about character 
qualities. 

• The student must read the unabridged version, not a junior classic, and must 
not read a book he/she has read before. If you are unsure about the content of 
a book, please check with your teacher, a fellow parent, or the principal.   

 
6.0 Reading Level 
Armstrong  Sounder 6.9 
George, Jean   Julie of the Wolves 6.4 
Knight, Eric  Lassie, Come Home 6.5 
Krumgold, Joseph And Now Miguel 6.8 
Morris, Gilbert Assorted Works 6.6 
O’Dell, Scott  Island of the Blue Dolphins 6.4 
 
 
7.0 Reading Level 
Agatha Christie Assorted Works 6.0 - 8.0 
Alcott, Louisa Mae      Old Fashioned Girl  

Eight Cousins 
Little Women 

Bagnold, Enid  National Velvet 7.1 
Barrie, James  Peter Pan 7.7 
Burnett The Secret Garden 

Little Lord       
Dumas, Alexandre Three Musketeers 7.7 
du Maurier, Daphne Rebecca 7.1 
Fauntleroy  A Little Princess  7.5   
Fuffin   Fannie Crosby: The Hymn Writer 
Gray   Adam of the Road 7.4 
Jenkins  A Walk Across America 
Kipling   Jungle Book  
London, Jack  Assorted Works 7.0 
McKinley  Beauty 
Montgomery, L.M. Anne of Green Gables  7.6 (any) 
Phillips, Pella  Assorted Works 
Sewell, Anna  Black Beauty  7.3 
Shaw   Eric Liddell: Running for God 
Stevenson  Kidnapped 7.8 
St. John, Patricia Assorted Works 7.0 
*Tolkien  Assorted Works 7.0 
Travers, P.L.  Mary Poppins  7.4 
Verne, Jules  Assorted Works 7.6 - 8.6 
Wells, H.G.  The Invisible Man 7.0 
*Not The Hobbit 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8.0 Reading Level 
Bilquis, Sheikh I Dared to Call Him Father 
Bronte, A. Agnes Grey 

The Tenant of Wildfell Hall 
Christie, Agatha Assorted Works 6.0 - 8.0 
Dickens  David Copperfield 

Oliver Twist 
A Tale of Two Cities 
GreatExpectations 
Little Dorrit 

Douglas  The Robe 
Doyle   The Hound of the Baskervilles 8.4 
Hunt   Across Five Aprils 8.9 
Forbes   Johnny Tremain 8.1 
Graham  The Wind in the Willows 8.3 
Hugo, Victor  Les Miserables 8.8 
Kelly, Eric  Trumpeter of Krakow 8.1 
O’Hara, Mary  My Friend Flicka 8.2 
Pyle, Howard  King Arthur and His Knights 
   The Merry Adventures of Robin Hood 
Rivers, Francine           Mark of the Lion Trilogy 

Atonement Child 
The Last Sin Eater 

Stevenson  The Black Arrow 8.9 
Twain   The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 
Verne, Jules  Assorted Works 7.6 - 8.6     
White   The Once and Future King 
Wiggin   Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm 
Wyss, Johann  The Swiss Family Robinson 8.9 
 

 
9.0 Reading Level 
Bronte, E.  Wuthering Heights 9.9 
Frank   The Diary of a Young Girl 
Kipling   Captains Courageous  9.8 
Lewis, C.S.  The Screwtape Letters 
Pyle   Men of Iron 
Washington  Up From Slavery 
 
 
10.0 Reading Level 
Bronte, C.  Jane Eyre 10.0 
Leroux   The Phantom of the Opera 
Marshall  Christy 10.0 
 
 
11.0 Reading Level 
Austen   Pride and Prejudice  

Emma  11.0 
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